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Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 


P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80935 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
COLORADO 


August 1993 
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P.P.RA.A. OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 


PRESIDENT LUCISTANSBERRY NOOUD 2630 B. UINTAH 80909, 636-1290 
VICE-PRESIDENT ALLEN VROOMAN NOCMW 1341 DIANALN, 80909, 473-1660 
SECRETARY LIZ DEUTSCH NOTUK 4305 RIDGELANE DRIVE 80918. 593-8352 
TREASURER ‘THOMAS L. MCDANIEL NONTX 4253 SHINING WAY 80916, 570-1468 
PAST PRESIDENT HARV SIMS WB6YXD_19740 FOUR WINDS WAY 80132, ‘481-4597 
BOARD MEMBER KEN PHILLIPS NONKP 4850 SANTIAGO WAY 80917. 574-6358 
BOARD MEMBER —-ROSIECALAWAY WAOMNL 616 NORTH 31ST ST. 80904 471-9965 
BOARD MEMBER STEVE WESTBY WBVHR_ 1540 KEITH DRIVE 80916.... “701070 
BOARD MEMBER —STEVESCHAARSCHMIDT KOCI 6153 TUKERMAN LANE 80918, 598.3584 
O-BEATEDITOR RON DEUTSCH NKOP 4305 RIDGELANE DRIVE 80918, 593-8352 
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PPRAA Annual Picnic 


Be sure to reserve Sunday August 15th for our 
annual picnic which will be held again this year 
at the USAF Academy picnic area #3 from 12 
noon to Spm. 


1. Don't forget to bring you favorite covered dish 
or whatever to share. Also a utensil to serve it 
with. The following is for your guidance 


Hamburgers, hot-dogs, buns, coffee and drinks 
provided by the PPRAA. 


A through M-salad, chips, veggies, baked beans, etc. 
N through Z- fruit, pie, cake, cookies, candy, etc, 


2. Bring lawn chairs so that you don't have to sit 
around the picnic tables and get fat. (A few of us 
noble types will take on that task for you.) 


3. In order to get a fairly accurate count of the 
number attending we will have a sign up sheet 
but only one person in each family or group 
need sign up. Indicate in brackets following your 
name how many others there are in your party. 


4, We will need a few volunteers to help clean 
up. Please volunteer. You will be handsomely 
rewarded with surplus pie, cake, cookies, etc. 


5, Talk-in will be on 146.520 

6. If you plan to bring any material to swap 
please check “five-two" as you approach the 
picnic grounds because we are going to try to 
get all you folks together in one parking area 


Floyd, KBSFCN, Picnic Chairman, 528-6984 


VE Testing 


Rick Brown - KD@SU 


VE Testing is sponsored by the PPRAA on the 
2nd Saturday of February, April, June, August, 
October and December. Testing takes place at 
9:00 AM at’ 


Denver Technical College (DTC) 
225 South Union 
Colorado Springs 


While we prefer pre registration, walk-ins are 
accepted on a space available basis. As a 
reminder to anyone wishing to take an 
examination you should bring the follow items, 


1, $5.60 (preferably a check made out 
to ARRL/VEC) for all exams above Novice. 

2, Picture identification 

3. A copy of your current amateur 
license as well as the signed original, or a copy 
of any examination credit you have 

4, Pen, pencils, and a calculator if you 
need one. 


To pre register, or if you have any questions, 
please call me at 531-9423. Please do not call 
DTC, they only provide us the place, and do not 
have any of the information about testing. 
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PPRAA Annual Picnic \ 
Sunday August 15th A 
12 to 5pm \ 
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Annual Elections Coming 
Soon 


We will be electing new officers and 
board members at the October meeting so it is 
not too soon to start thinking about this 
important event. Any licensed ham who is a full 
member of the club Is eligible to run for any 
office or board position. There is no age 
limitation and any license class qualifies. The 
by-laws read as follows: 


Article Il Membership and 
Member Meetings: 


Section 1. Membership 


‘A. Full Members. Any person 
who is the holder of a valid, 
renewable amateur radio. 
operator license issued by the 
appropriate government entity 
shall be eligible to be a full 
member of the association, Full 
members shall be entitled to 
vote on all matters at all 
meetings of the association and 
shall be entitled to hold any 
office in the association. 


Article Vil Committees: 


Section 2, 
committee 


Nominating 


The nominating committee shall 
consist of the officers and board 
of directors. The committee 
shall nominate a list of eligible 
members as needed for officers 
and directors at the board 
meeting occurring the month 
prior to the annual association 
meeting. In addition to 
nominations made by this 
committee, the President shall 
receive nominations of eligible 
members from the floor at the 
annual meeting. Such 
nominations shall be made and 
seconded by voting members in 
good standing 


This year the board decided to receive 
nominations from a committee of members who 
are not board members. | volunteered to head 
that committee and select two other members, 
The following members have agreed to serve 


Faye Herren KB@QI 
Oak Stockton KOROL 

The three of us will be meeting to select 
some of you for the chance to serve your club. 
(Obviously you will have to agree to serve.) But 
please don't wait for us to discover you. If you 
would like to run for a position or know someone 
who you would like to suggest, please let us 
know. Contact any one of the three of us. Our 
committee will be merely _ making 
recommendations to the board. They, in 
accordance with the by-laws, will maintain the 
final say. And nominations from the floor on 
election night will stil be honored but it is hoped 
that such last minute additions will be reduced 
by this process. 

We are seeking qualified members. if 
you are asked to run please say yes. There will 
be more information in the September Zero 
Beat. 

Submitted by Al Craig, N2IWZ 


Ham Radio Classes 


The Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association will 
hold Novice and Technician classes for all 
interested persons at the Disabled American 
Veteran's, Chapter 26, located at 6880 Palmer 
Park Bivd. 

The Classes will be held each Monday and 
Wednesday evening beginning at 6:00 P.M. 
starting on September 13th. The combined 
Novice/Technician course will be given over an 
eight week period. The couse will include an 
Introduction to Morse Code and the textbook 
theory required to obtain a FCC Amateur Radio 
Novice and — Technician license, Each 
participant should plan to attend all 16 sessions 
in order to obtain a thorough understanding of 
the material required to pass the licensing test. 
The course is given free of charge; however, 
there will be a slight charge for the instructional 
manual which the student will keep. 

Additional information may be obtained from 
either Allen Bailey at 597-8514 or Frank 
McNally at 596-8733, 


MILEY'S RADIO (e) 
E7< Parts 


Jess KOTAA 
749 W. 7th St —QUALITY— 
Florence, Colorado 81226 optical — Electric — Mechanical Parts 
(719) 784-3040 Buy — Sali — Trade — New & Used Surplus Hers 
All Brands of new, used, and consignments ‘sibs esi asec 
We trade and give you top trade-in price Colorado Springs, GO 80807 


719-835-0771 (685-0772 


We buy used ham equipment ae cee are 


Retail Operations Director 


JOHN MAX 


President 


Sy 


Colorado Springs Wintronic Co. 
Wholesale Distributors 
Electronic Parts, Supplies & Equipment 


COLORADO STITCHERY 


‘Custom Dasign 
Computerized Embroidery — Digitizing 


Norm Skinner 222 Colter Lane 
(719) 550-0181 Colorado Springs, CO 80015 2838 N. Prospect St Tol. (710) 696-1861 


Colorado Springs, Co, 80007 FAX (718) 636-1863 


11 Store Buying Power Centennial Electronics 
Distributor 
nen 
« TUBES © Test Equipment 
© Capacitors * Tools 
8400 East Iliff, Unit 9 * Solder Aids * VCR/Stereo Accessories 


Denver, Colorado 80231 


(903)745-7373 “Hard to Find Batteries and Tubes” 


Ham & Senior Discount 
(80044-9476 Wholesale - Retail 


24 hour FAX Order Line (303)745-7394 Hours: 880 188i (890-26:90' Mon-Fri 


Joe KD#GA 
John NSEHP Mike NI@E 2324 E. Bijou 
Jim KB#BVN Colorado Springs, CO 80909 


633-4666 
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COLORADO 14ER 
RADIO EVENT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


The 1993 Colorado 14er Radio Event will be 
held Sunday, August 29th. 


During the event, a group of amateur radio 
operators will operate portable from the summits 
of various Colorado 14000 foot mountains. The 
operating times will be generally from 9 AM to 
12 Noon local time. 


During last year's 14er Event, over 20 summits 
were on the air and between 150 and 200 
different stations were heard that day. 


Radio amateurs are encouraged to work as 
many of the mountain top stations as possible. 
However, this is NOT A CONTEST, no points 
are awarded, no scores recorded. A special 
event QSL card can be obtained by QSLing to 
the mountain top station's home QTH (please 
include a self-addressed Stamped Envelope) 
To reduce QRM, PLEASE DO NOT USE HIGH 
POWER (more than 30 Watts) and DO NOT 
CALL FOR 14er STATIONS UNLESS YOU 
HEAR THEM. 


Radio operators with high altitude hiking 
experience who wish to participate should 
contact 

Bob, KB@CY 

at (719) 488-0859 or 

18070 Sunburst Drive, Monument CO 80132. 


To avoid having multiple stations on the same 
peak, radio amateurs that want to participate 
must coordinate with KB@CY. 


Frequencies used during the event: 


146.43 MHz Longs Peak 

146.46 San Juan Range (Handies, Redcioud, 
) 

146.49 Bierstadt, Grays and Torreys 

146.55 Pikes Peak (Coordinating Frequency) 

146.58 Mt, Evans 

147.42 Sangre de Cristo Range (Humboldt, ...) 

147.45 Misquito Range (Quandary, Lincoln, ..) 

147.48 Elk Range and North Sawatch Range 

(Massive, Elbert, Castle, ...) 


147.51 __ Pikes Peak (QSOs) 
147.54 South Sawatch Range (Collegiates, ...) 
147.57 Reserved for Mountain top Stations Only 


223.5 Primary 222 MHz frequency 


446.000 Primary 70 cm frequency 
448.025 Alternate 70 cm frequency 
446.050 Alternate 70 cm frequency 


Other bands/modes: standard calling 
frequencies. 


41D? 


| would like to comment on the use of a 
phrase that seems to be creeping into usage on 
our nets. That phrase is 4 id’. With one 
exception, | consider ‘4 i d' to be superfluous 
and time wasting. | will talk about that one 
exception in a moment. Consider this: why do 
we give our call sign, whether on a net or in 
casual conversation? It's to identify our 
‘Amateur station! Therefore, '4 i d’ is redundant 
and a waste of time, The amount of time it takes 
to say your call sign is determined by the 
number of characters in your call sign. The call 
signs in use now will be either 45 or 6 
characters in length. ‘4 d' has three, The time 
taken to identify will be increased by 75, 60 or 
50 percent, depending on the length of your call 
sign, This may not seem much, but it all adds 
up, especially during operation in a busy net. | 
recommend that we drop the usage of ’4 id’ and 
simply say our call sign, after giving our report 
during a net. 


Now to the one time | consider it appropriate. 
If one insists on identifying exactly ten minutes 
after transmitting without identifying, and pops 
in with his call sign, without having anything else 
to report, then he should probably add ‘4 i d’ 
‘Otherwise the NCS will think he has something 
and waste more time by acknowledging, with the 
station coming back and saying something to 
the effect of ‘oh, | was just identifying, 
However, | don't think it is necessary to time 
yourself and pop in at 10 minute intervals with 
an identification. During a busy net, | don't think 
anything is going to be said about a station 
identifying after 12, 15 or even 20 minutes, 
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even though the FCC rules state that you 
identify every 10 minutes, The main concem is 
with stations in a net not identifying for HOURS. 
Of course, if you are in a net and just listening 
and not transmitting, you do not need to identify, 


To summarize, when operating in a net, if 
you are giving regular reports, estimate when 10 
minutes have elapsed and say your call sign 
after giving your report. If you are not giving 
regular reports, it is probably better to say your 
call sign at the end of each transmission. It 
does not take much time. 


Mike Stansberry, KOTER, District 14 EC 


Awards -- Awards 
Rick - KD@SU 


Congratulations to Dick, KF@SS, for 
completing his first Worked All States award. 
Dick was originally licensed as a Novice in 
1955. At that time a Novice license was only 
good for one year and you had to upgrade or 
you were out. Dick let his license expire then, 
but became a Novice again in 1991. Since then 
he has been working hard on upgrading his 
license and more slowly on earning the Worked 
All States award sponsored by the ARRL. 
Dick's next goals are earning his Amateur Extra 
Class license and possibly his Five Band 
Worked All States award. 


For those who are interested in eaming their 
‘own WAS certificate, you can get a copy of the 
rules from the ARRL or from me. Thanks to the 
PPRAA | have been appointed an HF Awards 
Manager by the ARRL. This allows me to certify 
applications for some of the awards they 
sponsor. When you have made all of the 
contacts and collected the QSL cards needed to 
qualify for an award, | can verify those cards. 
When I verify you have completed all of the 
required contacts, | sign the award application 
and you send it forward to the ARRL. This 
saves you the cost of postage for mailing the 
cards, and also the chance of losing the cards in 
the mail, 


‘The PPRAA is an ARRL Special Service Club. 
This is one of the services the PPRAA provides 


to its members and the local amateur 
community. In addition to being an HF Awards 
Manager, | am also a VHF/UHF Awards 
Manager for awards such as the VHF/UHF 
Century Club. Ron, NK@P, is also a VHF/UHF 
‘Awards Manager. | am not a manager for 
DXCC awards. Those awards are run under a 
separate program. 


| found that working on awards such as 
Worked All States made my operating more fun 
and gave me incentive to upgrade. More 
frequencies make it easier to find the states you 
need! | got a lot of good CW practice while | 
was listening for and working new states. Once 
you have upgraded, a great way to help out 
other hams is to get on the air in the Novice 
bands. There you can help them work new 
states, and also help them become more 
familiar with correct operating procedure. 

Work new states, eam awards, help out other 
hams, or teach correct operating procedures. 
Whatever your reason, get on the air and have 
some fun. That is what amateur radio is all 
about 


Club Project 


The Junior Auxiliary of the DAV are collecting 
empty aluminum beverage cans. The cans are 
turned in for recycling and the money is used to 
finance their projects 

If you would like to help them out bring your 
cans to the regular PPRAA club meeting. This 
will be an ongoing project. 


Social Event 


Breakfast at the DAV, 

6880 Palmer Park Blvd. 

Sunday September 11th 

Serving time 0900 to 1230 
All you can eat...cost $4 for adults 
and $2 for children. 

‘We thought the would be a fun thing for our club 
todo, 


Any questions call WA@MNL, Rosie 471-9966. 
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General Meeting, July 14, 
1993 
Correction to last month's minutes: We agreed 


to give the donut money to the raffle fund. 
Treasurer report: Previous Balance - 1548.56 


Income + 223.81 
Expenses = 418.09 
New Balance  - 1354.28 


Publicity - A submittal was made to the GT re: 
the PPRAA functions and membership 
Education - Classes are to start on Sept 13. 
They will be on Mondays and Wednesdays for 
eight weeks. 

VE - The next test will be on August 14. Hams 
with a General Class license can now be VE's if 
accredited by ARRL. 

Interference - No report 

RACES - Net times were reviewed. New rosters 
are available. 

ARES - Net times were reviewed. Registration 
forms are available. 

Club Trailer - It is possible that a new storage 
site has been found for the trailer. We will know 
in a few weeks 

Skywarn - Next year, more formal classes will 
be held, They will be 15-18 hours long and will 
result in certification. This is partially the result 
of the planned closure of the Colorado Springs 
Weather Service. When this happens, the city 
will need more support during severe weather. 
CCARC - No report 

ATV - The repeater is to be located on 
Cheyenne Mountain 

@ Beat - The calendar was reviewed. 

Rod Reisinberger of the Red Cross discussed 
the need for Ham Radio volunteers. 
Field Day - The President 
participants 

The annual picnic will be held on August 15, 
from 12 noon to Spm at picnic are #3 on the Air 
Force Academy. The club will supply hot dogs 
and hamburgers. Members whose names begin 
‘AM should bring salads, chips vegetables or 
baked beans. Members whose names begin N- 
Z should bring desserts. There will be a swapfest 
and a Board meeting at the picnic. 

The Club voted to pass an amendment to the 
by-laws requiring the printing of the Club roster 
twice yearly. 

Marshal Johnson and Dave Viland from 
Colorado Springs Utilities present a program on 
electrical safety. 


thanked all 
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‘Submitted by Liz, NOTUK, PPRAA Secretary. 


Board Meeting, July 19, 
1993 


The meeting was called to order at 7pm at the 
home of Ai NSCMW. The following members 
were present: Luci, N@OUD, Rosie, WASMNL, 
Russ KB@FNM, Steve, WB7VHR, Steve, KZCI, 
Al, N2IWZ, Ron, NK@P and Liz NOTUK. 

it was reported that there is nothing new 
regarding the city ordinance re-zoning, 
The Board authorized $200.00 for the pi 
Steve, WB7VHR reported that Mike Silva, the 
helicopter pilot for a Denver news station and a 
licensed Ham will do a program for the General 
Meeting on Oct. 13 

The August program will be a talk on the 911 
system 
Advertising 
discussed. 
The Library Program will be held at the East 
Library on Oct 16. 

The Board discussed a permanent display at the 
Children’s Museum. 

Ham classes and locations were discussed. 

The DAV now has a new Commander. 

There will be a breakfast at the DAV for all Club 
members on Sept. 12. 

The DAV is collecting aluminum cans as a 
means to raise funds. 

The paper sacks on the tables at the DAV are 
there to protect the table. We will need to 
remind members not to remove them, 

Each month a list of new amateurs is published. 
The Club will make an effort to contact them by 
telephone or by mail 

Mike Stansberry, KOTER, was nominated for 
‘Amateur of the Year. 

‘Al, N@CMW will be out of town from Aug. 1 - 
15. 

Russ, KB@FNM will fill in for Al at the Aug 15 
Board Meeting if necessary. 

The Board discussed appropriating money for 
‘Skywarn, ARES and RACES. 

Al, N2IWZ will chair the nominating committee 
for the October elections. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm. 


and membership fees were 


Submitted by Liz, NOTUK, PPRAA Secretary 
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BEST KEPT SECRET IN SCIENCE... 
Committee Chairpersons Nikola Tesla 


—The Man Who Invented The 20th Century. 
Publicity Al Craig 594-9288 — 
Lilli are oe Laan Learn more about the inventor of radio, remote 
lucation ailey b 
VeTaing, ROR ERretne st aaas control devices, turbines, bladeless pumps and 
Interference Bill Petty 591-2116 the worldwide wireless transmission of 
RACES Doug Moloney unlisted ‘ci ' = i 
pace Deu ene, aunltad electricity. Then take the lab demonstration tour 
saver Steve Westby, 670-1070 and see for yourself what Tesla Technology 
Public Service Mike Stansberry 636-1290 contributes to the 20th Century. Watch as we 
CcARC Oak Stockton 570-7782 : ‘ght 
Sots See) eee make real lighting! Touch the Plasma Jars, see 
Newsletter. Ron Deutsch 503.8952 ‘our Tesla Coils fire up, feel real electricity! This 
Club Historian Al Craig 594-9288 is a must see on your tour calendar. 
Tours at 2PM Monday thru Saturday. 
Visit the 
NIKOLA TESLA MUSEUM 
of Science & Industry 
y 2 2220 East Bijou 
) OT he Colo Spgs, CO 80909 
/, wir — ——__—__- 
eater mf Or call (719) 475-0918 


he. ! 


Membership Application 
PIKES PEAK RADIO AMATEUR ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935 Date. 


Name 
Address 
City State. 


Call License Class. 
‘Are You An ARRL Member? (1 Yes [1 No Telephone = 


* Member Over 65 $10.00 * Full Member $15.00 
* Family Both Over 65 $12.00 © Family Membership $18.00 
* Associate Member $10.00 * Newsletter Only $10.00 


Additional Names — Class 


‘Associate Member 11 (Outside Teller & £1 Paso Counties.) [1 RENEWAL HERE 
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 


